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WP3 Lightcurve Inversion techniques
Objectives: WP3 has the main objective to join various types of data for full physical
models of benchmark asteroids and to develop the web service with a database in order to
provide the models to the community.
Deliverable 3.6: Joint multi-data inversion models
Objectives: , ISAM (Inter-active Service for Asteroid Models) service upgrade.
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Description of deliverable

1 ISAM service

The service ISAM was developed in LAMP (Linux, Apache, MySQL, PHP) technology.
It works on a Debian GNU / Linux 6.0 operating system. The management of the www
sites is done with Apache ver.2, while the site is based on the PHP 5.0 language and
HTML forms with the addition of JavaScript. The PHP code works with the programmes
written in C++ language. The C++ codes use the “z-buffer” algorithm to plot the
asteroid orientation and return “png” type images. In both modifying the images and
creating animations and the three-dimensional (3D) effects, the functions “convert” and
“composite” from the Image Magick package are used. Data on the asteroid models and
their orbital parameters are stored in the MySQL database.

For a selected model the service’s functions make it possible to:

• generate exact sky projections necessary for size determination from stellar occultation
observations,

• create synthetic lightcurves,

• animate model’s rotation while simultaneously simulating its lightcurve,

• create 3D images in various stereoscopic techniques.

The ISAM service contains 3122 models for 1618 asteroids.

Aside from its scientific utility, ISAM service is a great tool for popularising sci-
ence.
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2 ISAM service upgrade

The possibility of presenting additional data to the ISAM website has been added:

2.1 Triangle mesh

Added link to download the data on the shape of asteroids:

The shape of the asteroid saved in a format OBJ containing additional physical parameters
information in the header of the file:

File OBJ is availabe for all models of asteroids in ISAM service and contain the necessary
information for running typical codes to predict lightcurves and also to do thermophysical
studies.
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2.2 Asteroid occultations

Added link to download the data on asteroid occultations:

The subpage contains:

• information about the size and volume determined with uncertainty:

– observation date,

– determinate equivalent diameter with uncertainty,

– nominal volume respect only diameter uncertainty,

– nominal volume respect diameter and volume uncertainty.

• pictures with size determination results.
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2.3 Uncertainty of physical parameters

Added link to download the data on uncentainty of physical parameters:

The subpage constains informations about uncertainty of physical parameters:

• volume (normalizing the maximum length of the vertex to unit),

• rotation period,

• initial rotation angle,

• orientation of spin axis.
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Figure 1: The plot of total rotation phase uncertainty. In this example ∆Tobs = 38.5 years,
the uncertainty of rotation phase for reference epoch JD0 is u(γ0) = 3◦ and the period
uncertainty u(P ) = 1.5× 10−6 h .

The rotation phase on the given date t is calculated from the formula

γ = γ0 + 2π
P ′ ∆t

and uncertainty of rotational phase:

u(γ) =
2π

(P ′)2
[a+ b+max(−a+ b, 0)] + u(γ0),

a = |u(P ′)∆t|,

b =
1

2
u(P ′)∆Tobs

where:

P ′ is a rotational period in day P ′ = P [h]/24,

γ is a rotational phase,

γ0 is a rotational phase for reference epoch JD0,

∆Tobs = JDlast − JDfirst is an observations’ time span,

∆t = t− JD0 is a distance in time from the reference epoch,

u(x) denotes uncertainty of x.

The max function returns larger of the two arguments.

An example plot of this function is shown in Fig. 1.
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2.4 Thermophysical model

Added link to download the data on thermophysical model of asteroid:

The subpage include summary of TPM results:

• the number of IR data modelled,

• TLC (Yes/No) refers to the presence of at least one thermal light curve with eigth or
more points sampling the rotation period,

• the minimum reduced chi-squared,

• the best-fitting diameter (D) and corresponding 1σ statistical error bars,

• the chi-squared obtained for a spherical model with the same spin properties.
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3 Asteroid with additional information

The ISAM service contains information on 29 asteroid models with additional parameters
determined.

asteroid uncertainty occultations thermophysical

(3) Juno YES YES YES

(9) Metis YES YES NO

(13) Egeria YES YES YES

(13) Egeria YES YES YES

(14) Irene YES YES YES

(14) Irene YES YES YES

(20) Massalia YES YES YES

(20) Massalia YES YES YES

(64) Angelina YES YES YES

(64) Angelina YES YES YES

(68) Leto YES YES YES

(68) Leto YES YES YES

(89) Julia YES YES YES

(145) Adeona YES YES YES

(145) Adeona YES YES YES

(297) Caecilia YES NO YES

(297) Caecilia YES NO YES

(308) Polyxo YES YES YES

(308) Polyxo YES YES YES

(381) Myrrha YES YES YES

(433) Eros YES NO NO

(441) Bathilde YES YES YES

(441) Bathilde YES YES YES

(654) Zelinda YES NO YES

(654) Zelinda YES NO YES

(704) Interamnia YES YES YES

(704) Interamnia YES YES YES

(721) Tabora YES NO YES

(721) Tabora YES NO YES
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4 Statistics of using the ISAM service

The source of all statistical data is Google Analytics.
Statistics form 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2019.

4.1 Users and sessions
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4.2 Connections to the ISAM service (World)
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Top 10 countries:

Top 10 cities:
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4.3 Connections to the ISAM service (Europe)

Top 10 countries:
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5 Future: Near and Far

Maintenance of the ISAM website is paid by Adam Mickiewicz University which guarantees
continuous access to the website. With the development of inversion techniques, the website
will be adapted to the challenges. The website is and will be open to sharing created models
from various observation techniques. All contact details (technical, scientific) are available
on the home page of the website.
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